
“The Old Testament is revealed in the New and the 
New Testament is hidden in the Old” 

St. Augustine 

 

The Genealogy of Jesus. 

 

Matthew’s genealogy is divided into three sets of fourteen generations. 

The number 7 for the Jewish community is a number of covenant.  A number of 
fulfillment. 

Husband of Mary & Adoptive Father of Jesus



 14 generations from Abraham to King David; 
 14 generations from King David to the Babylonian Exile/deportation/captivity; 

and 
 14 generations from the Babylonian Exile/deportation/captivity to Joseph & 

Mary. 
 This comprises six sets of seven. 
 Jesus is the beginning of the seventh set of seven, the completion, the 

fulfillment. 

 

Other connections between the Old Testament and the New Testament: 

Jesus’ birth: Magi visit: Matthew 2:1-2 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, 
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” 

Matthew draws the Old Testament story of Balaam, who prophesied that “A star 
shall advance from Jacob, and a scepter shall rise from Israel” (Numbers 24:17). 
 

 Both were decreed to die by Herod & Pharoah. Both taken away to survive.  

Matthew 2:16 – The Massacre of the Infants. 

When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi, he became furious. 
He ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old 
and under, in accordance with the time he had ascertained from the magi. (Sound 
familiar?) 

Matthew 2:17-18 – Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the 
prophet: “A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel 
weeping for her children, and she would not be consoled, since they were no 
more.” 

Matthew 2:22-23 – But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in 

place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go back there. And because he had been 

warned in a dream, he departed for the region of Galilee. He went and dwelt in a 

town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 

might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazorean.” 



Jesus’ baptism. (Matthew’s Gospel, chapters 3 & 4) 

Describes what John the Baptist wore and ate: Matthew is linking John the Baptist 
to Elijah in the Old Testament. 

Matthew 3:4 – John wore clothing made of camel’s hair and had a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 

2 Kings 1:8 – They replied, “He wore a hairy garment with a leather belt around 
his waist.” “It is Elijah the Tishbite!” he exclaimed. 

(The expectation of the return of Elijah from heaven to prepare Israel for the final 
manifestation of God’s kingdom was widespread, and according to Matthew this 
expectation was fulfilled in the Baptist’s ministry). 

In Matthew chapters 3 and 4 should also remind us of something in the Old 
Testament that Jesus is fulfilling. 

John the Baptist shows up at the Jordan river, just north of the Dead Sea, and 
dressed like Elijah, the prophet. Where is the link? 2 Kings: Chapter 2 – the last 
time we see Elijah, at the Jordan River, dressed similarly to John the Baptist in 
Matthew’s Gospel. – Elijah said to him, “Stay here, please. The LORD has sent me 
on to the Jordan.”  

Matthew 3:13 – Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized 
by him. 

Jesus submits himself to baptism. John protests, but Jesus said, no “Allow it now, 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness,” which means in Hebrew, 
literally that he has to complete the story. 

 
 
Comparison of Jesus & Moses:  

 As Israel went down into Egypt to preserve their lives in consequence of 
Joseph’s dreams (Genesis 37:5 & Genesis 48:5–11), so Jesus went into Egypt to 
preserve his life in response to Joseph’s dreams (Matthew 2:13). 

 As the children of Israel passed through the clouds and through the sea (1 
Corinthians 10:1-2), so Christ was baptized by water and received the holy 
ghost descending upon him in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-
11, Luke 3:21-22, John 1:29-34). 



 As the children of Israel wandered 40 years in the wilderness and tried and 
tempted (Numbers 14: 32-33), so Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness and 
was tempted by Satan (Luke 4:1-13), but proved to be the faithful Son. Jesus’ 
success over Satan’s temptations was necessary for the failures of the Israelites. 
 

So, now that Jesus is in the wilderness and tempted 3 major times, what does he 
do? He’s fulfilling all righteousness. He comes up out of the waters of baptism, 
goes into the wilderness for 40 days. He’s tried/tempted and he’s the faithful Son. 
He’s showing us how to live. 

Deuteronomy 8: 2-3 – Remember how for these forty years the LORD, your God, 
has directed all your journeying in the wilderness, so as to test you by affliction, to 
know what was in your heart: to keep his commandments, or not. He therefore let 
you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a food unknown to you 
and your ancestors, so you might know that it is not by bread alone that people 
live, but by all that comes forth from the mouth of the LORD. 

Matthew 4: 3-4 – The tempter approached and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become loaves of bread.” He said in reply, “It is 
written: ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of God.’” 

 



Matthew 4:5-7 – Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on 
the parapet of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down. For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you’ and 
‘with their hands they will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 
Jesus answered him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord, your God, to 
the test.’” 

Deuteronomy 6:16 – You shall not put the LORD, your God, to the test, as you 
did at Massah. 

Matthew 4: 8-11 – Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their magnificence, and he said to 
him, “All these I shall give to you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship me.” 
At this, Jesus said to him, “Get away, Satan! It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, 
shall you worship and him alone shall you serve.’” Then the devil left him and, 
behold, angels came and ministered to him. 

 
The temptations of Jesus resemble those of Israel during the wandering in the 
desert and later in Canaan. The victory of Jesus, not succumbing to Satan, 
reveals the true Israel and the true Son, which contrasts the failure of the 
disobedient “son,” the old Israel. 

 



 As Moses went up the mount to receive the law which he delivered to the 
children of Israel (Exodus 24:12-18; 34), so Jesus taught the higher law upon 
the mount (Matthew 5-7) to his disciples. 

 As Moses went not himself into the promised land but led the people there and 
saw it with his eyes (Deuteronomy 34), so the law of Moses pointed and led 
men to look forward to the Messiah, but did not continue with them after 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 

 As Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in the wilderness and those who looked 
upon it were healed (Numbers 21:7-9), so should Christ be lifted up (John 3:14) 
for the healing of all who will look to him in steadfast faith. 

 As Moses fed the children of Israel with manna in the wilderness (Exodus 
16:15) so the Lord miraculously fed the masses (Matthew 14:13-21, Matthew 
15:32-39) but, more than this, he fed them with the word of the Lord 
(Deuteronomy 8:3) and gave himself a ransom for us. 

 Indeed, he is our Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7), and it is because of his 
atoning blood that the angel of death can pass over us (Exodus 12) in the final 
and most significant sense. 

 
Summary, not only do Jesus’s life, ministry and sacrifice fulfill in important ways 
the prophetic precedents set by Exodus, but his sacrifice prepares the way for each 
of us to escape from the bondage of our own sin. 
 

And lastly, for Part I: 

Matthew 4: 13-16 – He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the 
prophet might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have 
seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has 
arisen.”  

Significance? The territory of these two tribes (Zebulun and Naphtali), were the 
first two to be devasted (733-32 B.C.) when the Assyrians invaded. In order for 
Jesus to establish his new kingdom (12 apostles = 12 tribes of Judah), he goes to 
this area to start his new kingdom (Sea of Galilee where he finds his first apostles, 
Simon/Peter, and his brother Andrew). 

 



 

 



 

 




